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<Abstract>

“Janaikedo" as a Simile Marker:

Reconsidering the Connection between Metaphor and Analogy in Discourse

Masashi Okamoto (Ritsumeikan University)

From the traditional view of cognitive linguistics, similes are perceived as having a common cognitive
mechanism with metaphors under the name of “conceptual metaphor" as a cognitive process, and there is not
so much opportunity to question their specificity. However, there are some crucial aspects which could be
lost when grasping similes and metaphors under dichotomy. One of them is the negative aspect of analogy
itself, which is the cognitive process underlying metaphorical mapping. In other words, the cognitive process
of comparing X to Y focuses on the similarity and commonality of X and Y, but such a process is based on
the presupposition that X and Y are not identical. Arguments based on metaphorical mappings often
overestimate the similarities between the source domain and the target domain, while they underestimate the
potential negativity of analogy.

From this perspective, this paper looks at how negative aspects of analogy are verbalized by focusing on
“janaikedo,” a negative simile marker in Japanese. Our purpose is to make it clear what is the cognitive and
communicative basis on which such negative aspects are profiled, by analyzing the discourse sequence of
actual everyday conversation of Japanese ordinary people.

As a result of the analysis, the following are revealed; 1) the negative simile marker (NSM) is more
likely to be used in everyday conversations than in written words such as novels, and 2) NSM in discourse is
often followed by a positive simile marker “mitaina.” Furthermore, 3) simile markers and hedge expressions
have something in common in discourse. Those findings suggest that the motivation and production of
metaphorical expressions should be highly related to their communicative environment.
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